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ABOUT THE MUSIC

A horn trio is any piece music written for three
instruments including, of course, a horn. The tradition of
scoring a single horn with violin and piano officially began
with Johannes Brahms and the very piece performed this
evening: His Trio in E flat, composed in 1865. Brahms
wrote this naturalistic piece of chamber music to honor
his mother, who died earlier that year. Indeed, the music
explores many sides of grief: Solemn mourning,
contemplation, and the fond remembrance of happier
times.

Nearly 150 years later, American composer Eric Ewazen
wrote his Trio for Horn, Violin and Piano in 2012 as an
homage to Brahms’ original trio. Even the structure of
the piece, alternating slow and fast movements, recalls
the original work.
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